CHAPTER IH
LAND OWNING CLASSES AND
INSTITUTIONS
As part of the study of economic conditions of
Rayalaseema during the Vijayanagara period, we examined
the question 'how land was used1 In the previous chapter.
Another important question concerning the agrarian system
of the region is-who owned land. An answer to this question
involves the study and identification of the land owning classes
and institutions in the region.
It would be impossible to exaggerate the importance
of land ownership in the agrarian system of any community.
In Rayalaseema, the land has always been the only source
of income, the exploitation of land was the only means of
livelihood, for different classes of people and the institutions
of Society. In fact every one looked at land as a means of
livelihood, including religious institutions like temples, mutts,
charitable institutions, private persons, kings and their officials
all depended on the income of agricultural land.